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The adage “A stitch in time 
saves nine.” is a wise reference 
to the fixing of a small hole 
(possibly in one’s breeches, 
probably the backside) before 
the hole and associated task 
gets bigger. In modern day 
lexicon the abbreviation of 
“PM(s)” refers to Preventative 
Maintenance and has replaced 
the old adage.

Over the past number of 
November 11 ceremonies the 
state of deterioration of the 
Battlefield Memorial has been 
brought to the attention of 
local SD&SG MP Eric Duncan 
by members of the public. 
Finger pointing based on the 
fact that the monument as 
a war memorial falls under 
the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Government.

Unveiled on the 25th  of 
September 1895 to a crowd 
of some 5,000 people, it 
was later dismantled, stored 
prior to and then rebuilt post 
Seaway flooding in its present 
location. It’s lofty, lonely vigil 
overlooking the St. Lawrence 
and that of distant traffic on 
County Road 2 has with the 
exception of tourists made it 
virtually invisible to scrutiny 
as it has slowly declined into 
disrepair. Roman soldiers 
posted to Hadrian’s Wall must 
have felt the same sense of 

abandonment.
Meetings and discussions 

were held with various 
factions over the winter of 
2021 that included Past FCFB 
President Bob Irvine, FCFB 
President Mark Stubbs, MP 
Duncan, MPP Jim Macdonell as 
well as SLPC’s Hollee Kew. On 
November 9, 2022, yours truly 
and spouse Lester met with 
MP Duncan, freshly elected 
MPP Nolan Quinn, as well as 
Kevin Allen of Eastern Ontario 
Cemetery Memorials for an 
on-site reconnoiter. Discussed 
was a top to bottom cleaning 
of the monument from the 
“1813” copper cleaning at the 
top, down to the seat stones 
some of which need to be 
re-situated – broken ones 
replaced or mended in place. 
Plaques refurbished, paving 
stones relaid, energy efficient 
lighting, sand blasting of the 
cannons and re-placement of 
the quoins, just to mention a 
few other of the fixes required 
for the aging structure and 
surrounds. Of interest was the 
base on which the monument 
stands. Test holes would be 
dug to ascertain what exactly 
the monument is sitting on. 
Oddly the paving stones have 
sunk, shifted and lifted while 
the cannons remain unfazed 
by the progress of time. Too 

heavy maybe for the frost to 
get a hold of.

It was noted that VAC can 
provide up to $25,000 for the 
project. MP Duncan has spoken 
to the Parliamentary Secretary 
in regards to funding. Of some 
confusion, and here’s the rub, 
is who has been/is responsible 
for the maintenance of the 
site – SLPC has been doing 
the grass cutting. As a war 
memorial as previously 
mentioned the monument 
is the responsibility of the 
Federal Government. Veterans 
Affairs farms out maintenance 
of war memorials to Parks 
Canada...purportedly. Crysler’s 
Farm Battlefield Memorial has 
fallen through a very large 
crack, and perhaps like the 
forgotten Roman soldier in his 
lonely vigil, has been too far 
off the beaten track to garner 
attention.

Over the winter of 2022 
yours truly in an attempt to 
find some link of ownership 
and with the volunteer help 
of retired lawyer Mike McInnis 
(uncle-in-law) and Dundas 
Archivist Susan Peters it was 
ascertained that the pages 
in the ledger containing 
the land records required 
had conveniently been lost, 
probably by the professional 
folks at Archives Ontario when 

they digitized the ledgers for 
posterity, before sending them 
back home. Knowing that area 
land records had been copied 
by Lynne and Mahlon Cook of 
the St. Lawrence Branch of the 
United Empire Loyalists, I put 
in a query, hoping in all hopes 
that the needed page had 
been transcribed before the 
loss of the pages. With bated 
breath I opened the reply from 
Darlene Fawcett, and there it 
was! As it turns out the part 
lot on which the monument 
sits which was expropriated 
by Ontario Hydro in March of 
1957 from Edgar Van Allen is 
“less 1 acre” in the south east 
corner. Is this the wee chunk of 
land on which the monument 
sits? So far attempts to unearth 
anything (as far as I know) that 
might point to an agreement 
as to who owns what between 
the province and Canada has 
come up empty.

On June 9th  an on-site 
meeting was held with the 
various bodies of governance 
in attendance from the MP, 
MPP, Parks Canada, SLPC and 
Upper Canada Maintenance 
Employees and members 
of the FCFB. Discussed at 
length was funding, what was 
required to bring the old girl 
up to standards in terms of 
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much needed maintenance; 
and the updating of signage, 
in a number of official 
languages. Valuable input 
from the UCV maintenance 
staff on upgrades, lighting 
and a tendering process was 
acknowledged. Complaints 
have been filed with UCV that 
current plaques are not bi 
or for that matter tri lingual. 
There was much discussion on 
whether new plaques could 
be put on the monument 
itself. [My personal opinion 
and that of most of the FCFB 

is NO! Leave it’s historical 
integrity intact. Just because 
previous entities have used it 
for a billboard does not mean 
that the tradition needs to be 
carried on.] A walking tour of 
separate information signage 
and info for the plaques could 
be engaged, possibly with 
those irritating QR codes or 
links to the FCFB website for 
more in depth information.

In the end nothing was 
really resolved. Other than 
the FCFB are dedicated to 
creating informative signage 

to be installed to guide visitors 
to the monument with an eye 
to whatever standards are 
deemed acceptable in this era 
of time.

Kudos go to the workmen 
of the time who reassembled 
the monument in its current 
location. Though the memorial 
and site are seeing the effects 
of the ravages of time, it has 
weathered the local climate 
and the occasional tremor 
thrown at it from the St. 
Lawrence Rift System and 
some clumsy attempts at 

maintenance with grace. It’s 
towering silhouette is still awe 
inspiring. The craftsmen who 
put the old girl back together 
and created the surrounding 
site knew the value of “a stitch 
in time” and were versed in 
building structures that would 
last with little maintenance. 
Luckily. It is only hoped that 
this generation can follow 
their standards and preserve 
their workmanship, the 
concept of which, like the 
proverbial stitch is fast being 
lost in modern times.

A Stitch in Time - Battlefield Memorial Refurbishment Report
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Letter from the President
President’s Message

2023 was an ‘off’ year for 
‘The Friends of Crysler’s 
Farm Battlefield’ and by 
that I don’t mean it was 
a bad year, but it was 
a year in which we did 
not have a reenactment. 
During reenactment 
years, most of our time 
is spent preparing for 
the reenactment, which 
means that on our ‘off’ 
year, we have time to 
do other things. One of 
our goals for the last few 
years has been to improve 
our presence online and 

this year we have taken 
great strides forward. 

The best example of this 
is our newly designed 

webpage which features a 
rich historical and current 
content. We also continue 
to use our Facebook page 
for updates on what’s 
going on and we have 
also live-streamed our 
wonderful November 11th 
ceremonies for those who 
can’t make it, but would 
like to watch it. So check 
out our Facebook page 
and the new Website page. 
Thank you,

Dave Conners
Co-President- The Friends 

of Cryslers Farm Battlefield

2023 Robin Morris Memorial Dinner
The first post-pandemic Robin Morris 

Memorial Dinner was held at St. Matthew’s 
Presbyterian Church in Ingleside on Sep-
tember 30. Close to 30 people enjoyed a 
delicious ham dinner followed by an in-
formative and entertaining presentation 
by Patrick Burger on the way in which the 
Battle of Crysler’s Farm was portrayed in lit-
erature. He discussed the semantics of ac-
counts, the grammar utilized and of course 
the portrayal of the battle and the combat-
ants themselves. It provided an opportuni-
ty to see how different accounts showed 
difference aspects of this important battle 
of the War of 1812-14. During the dinner 
there was ample opportunity to socialize 
and to bid on items which had been do-
nated for the fundraising silent auction.

CAROL GODDARD

From the left: FCFB Co-President Dave Connors is seen thanking guest speaker 
Patrick Burger at the 2023 Robin Morris Memorial Dinner. Photo by Carol Goddard
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FCFB Attend the Iroquois 
Fly-In-Breakfast

The Friends traveling road 
show, manned by Dave Con-
ners, Lester McInnis and myself 
participated in the 55th  edition 
of the Iroquois Fly-In- Breakfast 
at the invitation of the Histor-
ical Society of South Dundas 
on the 16th  of July. Though the 
event was a bit of a washout in 
terms of actual fly-ins due to 
heavy thunderstorms that swept 
through the area overnight and 
into the early morning, by lunch 
the skies had cleared and the 
public came out to tour the site. 
The overall event is organized by 
John Ross of Ross Video (makers 
of, well, all things video and the 
big electronic screens in stadi-
ums world wide), and in partner-
ship with the HSSD, the event in-
cluded displays by the HSSD, the 
St. Lawrence Branch of the UEL; 
demonstrations of a walking/
great spinning wheel by Gord 
Moat, cannon firing and an en-
campment display by the Kings 
Royal Regiment of New York/Ca-
nadian Fencibles.

KIM MCINNIS
Secretary, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield
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Gun Raffle Draw
The much anticipated 

Friends of Cryslers Farm Bat-
tlefield gun raffle draw was 
held on December 21, 2022 
at the Upper Canada Vil-
lage store. The gun being 
raffled off was a beautiful 
handcrafted replica flintlock 
Kentucky rifle, made by lo-
cal historian and craftsman, 
John Carruthers. John has 
been a strong and longtime 
supporter of the Friends of 
Cryslers Farm and gener-
ously donated this magnif-
icent gun as a fundraiser for 
the group. There were 1000 
tickets printed, which were 
sold from May to September 
2022. This was the first raffle 
held by the Friends that sold 
out, raising over $3200 and in 
process boosting awareness 
of the Battle of Cryslers Farm 
and of the battlefield. Many 
people made special trips to 
Upper Canada Village just to 
purchase raffle tickets with a 
hope of winning.

  There was only one win-
ner and that was Jim Stewart 
from Kemptville, Ontario. He 
is a very happy man and was 
surprised by his win. It will 
look fantastic in his house.
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November 11, 2022 Observed
KIM MCINNIS
Secretary, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield

The 11th of November, has 
been etched into the Grego-
rian calendar, observed by 
Commonwealth Countries, 
Belgium, France and the US 
as a day of remembrance 
of those who lost their lives 
in two modern era wars. 
Two wars which irrevocably 
changed the world on many 
levels for both good and 
bad, politically, socially and 
technologically. It is a day of 
reflection in the hope that 
by remembering the sacrific-
es and horrors of these two 
events that they would not be 
repeated. As humans we are 
however a warring species, 
doomed by our very nature 
to repeatedly engage in con-
flict. While there continues to 
be despots there can be no 
peace. There has been, and 
will always be oppressors, 
and in response there must 
be those who must stand 
against them.

November 11, 1813. Not a 
date that springs to mind for 
the vast majority of Canadi-
ans. Not even the Canadian 
War Museum recognizes the 
date of the Battle of Crysler’s 
Farm. The museum’s War of 
1812 display recounts singu-
larly the Battle of Chateau-
guay and the CWM on-line 
virtual exhibition gives a small 
passing reference to it. “Octo-
ber 1813, Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Charles de Salaberry and 
460 troops, mostly French- 
Canadian voltigeurs (light 
infantry), turned back 4000 
American invaders along the 

Châteauguay River, south 
of Montréal. British regulars 
defeated a second American 
column at Crysler’s Farm, in 
eastern Ontario.” Short shrift 
to a battle of national impor-
tance. Other historians have 
as well sniffed at its impor-
tance in the overall theatre of 
the War of 1812-14.

As we gather each Novem-
ber 11th  at the Battlefield 
Memorial to commemorate 
the Battle of Crysler’s Farm 
not only as a victory, we do 
so as well to remember the 
militia and regimental men 
wounded, widows made and 
children left destitute in the 
wake of a needless conflict. 
A conflict based solely on ex-
pansionism.

In his dispatch to Major 
General Sir Francis de Rot-
tenburg, on the day after the 
battle Lt. Col. James Morri-
son writes on the day’s victo-
ry and it’s losses [excerpted 
from Military Occurrences of 
Great Britain and America:

“Chrystler’s, Williamsburg, 
Upper Canada, November 12, 
1813 To Major General de Rot-
tenburg I have the heartfelt 
gratification to report the bril-
liant and gallant conduct of 
the detachment from the cen-
tre-division of the army, as yes-
terday displayed in repulsing 
and defeating a division of the 
enemy’s force, consisting of two 
brigades of infantry and a reg-
iment of cavalry, amounting to 
between 3 and 4000 men, who 
moved forward, about two 
o’clock in the afternoon, from 

Chrystler’s-point, and attacked 
our advance, which gradually 
fell back to the position select-
ed for the detachment

to occupy; the right resting 
on the river, and the left on a 
pine-wood, exhibiting a front 
of about 700 yards.

I regret to find our loss in 
killed and wounded has been 
so considerable; but trust a 
most essential service has been 
rendered to the country, as the 
whole of the enemy’s infantry, 
after the action, precipitately 
retired to their own shores... 
Every man did his duty, and I 
believe I cannot more strongly 
speak their merits than in men-
tioning, that our small force did 
not exceed 800 rank and file.

I have the honor to be, &c.
J. W. MORRISON,
lieut.-col. 89th, commanding
corps of observation.”
Morrison ends his dispatch 

with a list of the casualties.
“Return of killed, wounded, 

and missing.
Royal artillery; - 2 rank and 

file, wounded.
Royal artillery drivers; - 1 

rank and file, wounded.
49th foot;- 1 captain, 1 drum-

mer, 5 rank and file, killed; ? 
subalterns, 3 serjeants, 31 rank 
and file, wounded.

89th foot; - 1 drummer, 4 
rank and file, killed; 1 captain,1 
subaltern, 3 serjeants, 57 rank 
and file, wounded.

49th foot, flank company; - 2 
rank and file, killed; 1 subal-
tern, 11 rank and file, wound-
ed; 6 rank and file, missing.

Canadian fencibles; - 4 rank 

and file, killed; 2 subalterns,14 
rank and file, wounded.

Canadian voltigeurs; - 4 rank 
and file, killed; 9 rank and file, 
wounded; 3 rank and file, miss-
ing.

Militia artillery; - 1 rank and 
file, wounded

Militia dragoons; - 1 rank and 
file, wounded captain, 9 subal-
terns, 6 serjeants, 131 rank and 
file, wounded; 12 rank and file, 
missing.

Total-1 captain, 2 drummers, 
19 rank and file, killed;

Indians;- 1 warrior, wound-
ed; 3 warriors, missing.

Names of officers killed and 
wounded.

Killed;- 49th foot;- Captain 
Nairne.cf

Wounded;- 49th foot;- Lieu-
tenant Jones, dangerously; 
lieutenant Bartley, severely, not 
dangerously; lieutenant Claus, 
left leg amputated; lieutenant 
Morton, severely, not danger-
ously; lieutenant Richmond, 
slightly.

89th foot; - Captain Browne, 
severely, not dangerously; en-
sign Leaden, slightly.

49th foot:- Flank company;- 
Lieutenant Holland, severely.

Canadian fencibles ;--Lieu-
tenant Delorimiere, danger-
ously, since dead; ensign Arm-
strong, dangerously”

Under the axiom which 
states “the first casualty of 
war is the truth”, Wilkinson 
reported from French Mills 
to the “american secretary of 
war” on November 16 that he 
had faced a force estimated of 
1200 to 2000, but on second 



B A T T LE  F I EL  D D I S P A T C H 7

thought decided that, “but 
did not probably amount to 
more than 1500 to 1600”. In 
his defense he wasn’t actual-
ly on the field for the battle, 
so had to take the word of his 
officers, or at least they col-
lectively came up with a plau-
sible excuse for the second 
defeat of the double prong 
campaign after Chateauguay. 
The Americans suffered 102 
KIA, 237 W and 120 POW.

November 11, 2022 saw 
representation from the 
re-enactment community, 
local historical groups, the 
SD&G Highlanders, local 
politicians from all levels of 
government and the Friends 

welcomed back the Munic-
ipality of South Dundas af-
ter a hiatus of 8 years in the 
guise of newly elected Mayor 
Jason Broad and Councilor 
Cole Veinotte; as well as the 
faithful members of the pub-
lic who support us from year 
to year.

The group was piped to the 
top of the mound by R.C.L. 
Kemptville Branch 212 Pipe 
Major Hugh Metcalfe. The Em-
cee duties were carried out by 
FCFB’s founding member and 
past president Bob Irvine. The 
history of the battle was deliv-
ered by local author and his-
torian Stuart Manson. FCFB’s 
Carol Thompson Goddard 

spoke in remembrance for 
the descendants of those who 
fought and Jonah Ellens of the 
100th Regiment Grenadier 
Company spoke on behalf of 
the re-enactment community. 
Reverend Daniel Hayward was 
on hand to deliver his War of 
1812 Prayer. This was followed 
by a cannon salute by the 2nd 
Lincolns re-enacters followed 
by a moment of silence and 
another salute. Piper Metcalfe 
followed this with the Piper’s 
lament. Wreaths were placed 
and the ceremony was closed 
with “When the Battle’s Over” 
by Metcalfe. A colour guard 
was supplied by the Canadian 
Fencibles.

Wreaths were laid by the 
following on behalf of their 
affiliations: MP Eric Duncan/ 
Stormont, Dundas, South 
Glengarry; MPP Nolan Quinn/
Stormont, Dundas, South 
Glengarry; Lt Col (ret’d)Rob 
Dudas/SD&G Highlanders; 
Robert Houze/Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 48; Sean 
Rombough/United Empire 
Loyalists; Arla Veinotte, Pier-
rett Racine/Historical Soci-
ety of South Dundas; Lester 
McInnis FCFB/The Militias; Jo-
nah Ellens /49th Regiment of 
Foot; David Smith/Canadian 
Fencibles; Gabriele Thomas 
FCFB/ Native Allies; Jim Mul-
lin/FCFB.
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Call to action
Join the ‘Friends’ Today

MUSTER SOME NATIONAL PRIDE!
Join the FCFB today and become a member!

For a $25 (Canadian Funds) annual membership fee payable to The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm Battlefield; you can keep 
abreast of  all the news and events surrounding the FCFB. If  you do not wish to become a member, please consider making 
a donation towards preserving this important event in Canada’s history. (Donations over $10 are eligible for a tax receipt.)

Have a question?
1812alivedc@gmail.com

Whether you are a new member, plan to renew, 
or are a donor, please remember to include your 
full name, mailing address, e-mail, and a phone 
number with your remittance.
(Your contact information is for FCFB use only.)

MAIL TO: 
Gabriele Thomas
48 Albert Street

PO Box 243
Chesterville, ON   K0C 1H0

Name:

Mailing address:

Email:

Phone:

OFFICERS
Co-president -  Dave Conners

Co-president - Jim Mullin
Past President - Dave Conners
Treasurer - Gabrielle Thomas

Secretary - Kim McInnis

DIRECTORS:
Philip Bury, Carol Goddard, 
Ashley Harper, Les McInnis, 
Ron Doering, Axel Rivera
Ex Officio: Peggy Hause

WHO ARE WE
The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm 
Battlefield is a Not-For-Profit 
organization committed to the 
preservation and promotion of  
the military heritage of  this bat-
tlefield site. Our goal is to aid in 
the maintenance and upgrading 
of  the Battlefield Visitors Cen-
tre, the Memorial site and the 
surrounding grounds. We are 
active in supporting such efforts 
as hosting living history events 
each year. In addition to keep 
members abreast of  activities 
and events at and around the 
site, our organization has devel-
oped a website as an adjunct to 
this biannual newsletter.

www.cryslerfarm.com

THE BATTLEFIELD 
DISPATCH 

Is published on a need to basis. 
Submissions, comments, com-
mentaries are the sole property 
of  the contributors. Photos/sub-
missions appearing in the Bat-
tlefield Dispatch are used with 
the permission from and are the 
sole property of  the contributors 
and cannot be re-produced in 
any media form without the ex-
plicit written permission of  the 
contributors. No portion  of  this 
publication is to be reproduced 
for personal profit.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Changes to events can 
be found on our website 

and Facebook

1812 Re-enactment 
Weekend: 

July 6-7, 2024 
Battlefield Memorial 

November 11th: 
Memorial Ceremony

Battlefield 
Memorial 9AMwww.facebook.com/CryslerFarm


