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Pandemic locked down 
and having loads of time 
on my hands, I came 
across an interesting 
piece of grainy footage 
on You Tube. The footage 
captured the funeral of 
a United States War of 
1812 - 14 Veteran. Here 
is a tale of a simple foot 
soldier recognized for his 
duty some 90 years after 
the fact and given a hero’s 
send off.

Life long itinerant 
shoemaker who helped 
dig the Erie Canal, 
American Hiram Cronk 
purportedly the last 
surviving veteran of the 
War of 1812, died in 1905 
at the age of 105. (US 
War Department Record 
and Pension documents 
repeatedly asked if Cronk 
was still alive.) His remains 
were laid in state at a black 
draped New York City Hall 
(General Grant’s remains 
being the last to do so), 
where an estimated 9,200 
people paid their respects, 
before being transported 
by a four horse drawn 
hearse to his final resting 
place at the Cyprus Hills 

National Cemetery. The 
hearse was accompanied 
by a marching band and a 
battalion of Rough Riders. 
A parade was formed 
of grizzled uniformed 
Union Army veterans in 
slouch caps of the Civil 
War; also following were 
the Mayor of New York 
City George B. McClellan 
Jr. and accompanying 
dignitaries.

Cronk had served from 
August 4 to November 
16 of 1814 with the 157th 
Regiment (Westcots) 
New York Volunteers 
Militia. He had joined up 
with his father and two 
older brothers. Cronk 
had allegedly served 
at Sacketts Harbor as a 
drummer boy. However 
he had missed all of the 
major engagements as 
the First Battle of Sackett’s 
was fought on 19 July of 
1812, the Second Battle 
on the 29th of May 1813, 
the Battle of Big Sandy 
Creek played out on the 
29th - 30th of May 1814 
and the Battle of Conjucta 
Creek 3rd of August 1814. 
All in all he’d served just 

over three months.
Cronk had become 

somewhat of an American 
newspaper side show 
beginning at the turn of 
the century in his 100th 

year. Articles appeared 
country wide each year 
thereafter and ramped up 
as his health at long last 
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began to fail. A newspaper add for 
Duffy’s Malt Whiskey appeared in 
the Grand Rapids Evening Press just 
days before his death in April of 
1905 stated Mr. Hiram Cronk of Ava, 
N.Y., Who Was mentioned in General 
Orders For Bravery at the Battle of 
Sackett’s Harbor, States That He is 
Kept Strong And Well By Duffy’s Pure 
Malt Whiskey. “Thanks to Duffy’s I 
Am Able to Be Out Every Day And 
Take Quite Extended Tramps in the 
Severest Weather.” [Writer’s personal 
observation concerning scotch: it 
falls into the category of thinking 
“What doesn’t kill you makes you 
strong”.] New York aldermen voted 
to give him a state funeral months 
before his passing. A newspaper 
article shouted “FUNERAL OF LIVING 
HERO IS ARRANGED, New York 
Board of Aldermen Takes Gruesome 
Way to Honor Aged Soldier”.

It is quite possible that the 
Americans who planned this 
grandiose event may well have 
been under the misconception that 
they had won the war based on the 
Battle of New Orleans fought after 
the signing of the Treaty of Ghent 
ending the war. The US National 
Park Service in regards to Cronk’s 
state funeral in their biography 
suggests that there was a longing 
for nostalgia. Intimating a return in 
essence to the “good old days” of 
the eras of the War of Independence 
and War of 1812 (again suggesting 
that they thought (possibly still 
think) they had won) after the 
upheaval caused by the Civil War 
though that had ended 40 years 

earlier. Cronk’s death precipitated 
a hunt for national heroes and 
artifacts.

In actuality research finds that the 
catalyst for the event was probably 
Mayor George Brinton McClellan Jr. 
who haled from a military family. 
He had served with the National 
Guard. McClellan was an historian 
who later served in WWI entering 
the war in 1917 as a Major in the 
Ordnance Department and was 
discharged in 1919 as Lieutenant 
Colonel. He was the son of Civil 
War Major General George Brinton 
McClellan Sr. McClellan Sr. was a 
graduate of West Point, had served 

in the Mexican – American War, and 
was made Major General during the 
Civil War. He organized and trained 
the Army of the Potomac and lead 
and organized the Union Army in 
the Virginia Peninsular Campaign. 
Butting heads with Lincoln 
concerning military strategy, he 
was removed from his position 
and never received another field 
command. Later he became 
Governor of New Jersey.

In comparison Cronk’s life 
as a shoemaker was less than 
spectacular, though undoubtedly 
he embodied the spirit of the 
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Hello Friends.
It’s been a challenging 

year for everyone and 
we’ve already been 
working towards our goal 
of a Battle of Crysler’s Farm 
Reenactment in 2022. 
There’s much to do and 
yet, we’re hopeful things 
improve for us to safely 
have our premier event 
this July.

With so much interest 
from the re-enactment 
community to participate, 
we believe our event in 
2022 will be one of our 
best yet!

Best Regards,
Mark Stubbs
President Friends of 

Crysler’s Farm Battlefield
Look for announcement 

on our Nov 11, Crysler’s Farm 
Battlefield Remembrance 
Ceremony.

This year unusual indeed, but we keep going
President’s Message

The Last Veteran of  the War of  1812…
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ordinary working man. A 
shoemaker in the 1820s 
made about 22cents per 
pair of shoes the price of 
which had barely doubled 
by the 1840s. A good 
week’s wages would be 
around 7 dollars. He was 
born the 29th of April 1800 
in Frankfort, Herkimer 

County, New York State 
to Rev War veteran James 
Cronkheit and Hannah/
Sarah Martin. He married 
Mary Thornton and they 
had eleven children, five 
of which predeceased 
him. One son was killed in 
the Civil War. In later years 
he moved in with his 

seventy year old daughter 
and son-in-law. He passed 
away at Ava, New York. 
A newspaper clipping in 
April of 1904 marking his 
104th birthday stating, 
“With his death will be 
broken a link that binds 
us to a glorious past.”

Cronk’s funeral 

included a military salute, 
a chaplain of the Veteran 
Corps conducted the 
ceremony and interment 
was marked by a rifle 
salute and the playing of 
taps. The longest military 
pensioner in US history 
had finally been struck 
off.
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A November 11th in Trying Times
KIM MCINNIS
Secretary, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield

In the first year of the pandemic, 
the year in which the world virtual-
ly ground to a halt, the FCFB met for 
only the second time in mid October 
of 2020 after lock downs since the 
New Year. Desperately striving for 
some shred of return to normal, the 
group forged ahead with planning a 
November 11 ceremony. This year as 
with all aspects of life it would be a 
somewhat different one than in pre-
vious years.

Following Royal Canadian Legion 
protocol the event was restricted to 
invitation only. The general public 
was discouraged from gathering, so 

sadly many of our loyal supporters 
could not be in attendance. Despite 
restrictions however some faithful 
still slipped in under the fence so 
to speak. Those attending were re-
quired to follow pandemic protocol 
by providing contact information 
and signing in. Despite the restric-
tions, invitations were quickly re-
plied to in the affirmative and some 
thirty masked attendees including 
Friends, Glens, public officials, re-en-
actors, public officials and the Press 
dutifully turned out.

Rain plagued the early morning, 
but blew itself out by 8:00am, leav-

ing a somewhat warm and muggy 
morning in its wake. As per usual, 
the weather event for the day in-
cluded hurricane force winds. An 
attempt by FCFB member Ashley 
Harper to live stream the event on 
Facebook for home viewers, net-
ted wonderful footage, but the 
audio was literally blown away on 
the wind. Such are the joys of a 
live broadcast. Despite the lack of 
commentary, a healthy number of 
viewers followed the event on-line. 
Since November 2020 (it’s now July 
2021) the footage has been viewed 
1.7k times.

The group masked and socially 
distanced followed Royal Canadi-
an Legion, Kemptville Branch Pipe 
Major Hugh Metcalfe up the hill to 
the Crysler Farm Battlefield Memo-
rial for the 9:00am service. Master 
of Ceremonies for the morning was 
Bob Irvine, a past president of the 
Friends. Friends President and Cap-
tain of the 49th Hertfordshire Reg-
iment of Foot Mark Stubbs gave a 
history of the battle, followed by 
words from Carol Thompson God-
dard UE on behalf of the Descen-
dents who fought. Bob delivered 
Reverend Daniel Hayward’s War of 
1812 Prayer. A pared down ceremo-
ny meant that we were lacking the 
expertise of the 2nd Lincoln Pro-
vincial Artillery crew. The cannons 
on the hill this November would 
remain silent. Instead a musket sa-
lute was fired in remembrance. A 
moment of silence was broken by 
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the Piper’s Lament which preceded 
the laying of wreaths.

Wreaths were laid by the follow-
ing: On behalf of the Federal Rid-
ing of Stormont, Dundas and South 
Glengarry, MP Eric Duncan; on be-
half of the Provincial Riding of Stor-
mont, Dundas and South Glengar-
ry, MPP Jim McDonell; on behalf 
of the SD&G Highlanders, Lt. Col/
Commanding Officer (retired), Roy 
Clark; on behalf of The Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 48, Colonel (re-
tired) William Shearing; on behalf 
of the Friends of Crysler’s Farm Bat-
tlefield, President Mark Stubbs; on 
behalf of the United Empire Loy-
alists St. Lawrence Branch, Carol 

Thompson Goddard UE; on behalf 
of the Descendents, descendent 
and FCFB member Lester McInnis; 
on behalf of the 49th Hertfordshire 
Regiment, Sargent Ryan Clark; as 
well, wreaths were laid on behalf of 
the Native Allies and Canadian Pro-
vincial Fencibles.

The ceremony was closed by Pip-
er Metcalfe’s playing of “When the 
Battle’s Over”.

It is gratifying for the FCFB to 
know that there are folks out there 
who share our interest in acknowl-
edging the historical value of this 
event in our nation’s history. De-
spite the restrictions imposed by 
the pandemic, we gathered in per-

son, and via the internet, bound by 
a common interest and the human 
spirit... Where there is a will there is 
a way. We thank the Glens Regimen-
tal Foundation, both the Federal 
and Provincial constituency offices 
and the Re-enactment Community 
and local Press (Chesterville Record 
and Morrisburg Leader) who con-
tinue to support what we do.

It is hoped that by this coming 
November that the public may join 
with the Friends again in marking 
this historic event that was a very 
early marker in Canada becoming a 
nation. Until then…

“Get vaxxed/Stay masked/ Stay 
wise/Stay safe.”

A November 11th in Trying Times
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On Thursday, January 21st, 2021, 
as part of Heritage-Patrimoine 
Cornwall’s Heritage Fair, Your TV 
Cornwall aired a presentation by 
two Friends of Crysler’s Farm Bat-
tlefield members, Gabriele Thomas 
and myself, on Cogeco cable.  It was 
an honour to accompany Gabri-
ele to the Cogeco studios several 
weeks earlier to film the segment 
about the activities of the Friends 
of Crysler’s Farm.  Gabi was so well-
versed in all things about the Battle 
of Crysler’s Farm and the activities 
of the Friends, that it was both in-
spiring and daunting to be working 
with her.  

Gabi had prepared a script which 
consisted of me interviewing her 
about aspects of the battle and the 
Friends that captured the essence 
of the fascination we all have with 
that special event in our history.  
We practiced our lines in anticipa-
tion of the filming at the studio on 
Pitt Street in Cornwall. 

	 It’s always a thrill to be in 
that studio (this was my second 
time), and when the day arrived and 
I helped Gabi unload the Friends 
props from her van and set them up 
in the studio, there was this sparkle 
in the air.  The crew made us feel 
welcome and the whole thing un-
rolled with professional efficiency.  
They had already set the cameras 
with the angles they wanted and 
the lighting they needed, so the in-

terview format that Gabi and I had 
envisioned would not work with 
the way the studio was set up.  But 
we transitioned smoothly to the 
new parameters, with Gabi taking 
her place before the cameras.  She 
spoke with poise and passion, nev-
er missing a beat.  She captured 
the drama and excitement of the 
narrative of the Battle with phrases 
like — “At the same time our man 
Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison was 
right on the heels of the Ameri-
cans.  Morrison commanded a 1200 
man strong British force, which in-
cluded British regular regiments, 
Royal Artillery and Navy, as well as 
Canadian militia and Mohawk and 
Mississauga warriors.  Using armed 
schooners and gunboats, they were 
in pursuit of the Americans down 
the St. Lawrence.”  And, of course, 
she highlighted the work of the 
Friends of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield, 
particularly the next major event in 
the Friends’ calendar: “The Friends 
expect to sponsor and organize an-
other popular event, the Military 
Re-enactment Weekend, in July of 
2022.   Visitors to the site have a 
chance to mingle with hundreds 
of re-enactors from different parts 
of Canada and the US and inspect 
the encampments.  Dressed in peri-
od clothes these men, women and 
children are extremely knowledge-
able and do a great job portraying 
the early 19th century way of life.  

The actual battle re-enactments, 
with 1812 reproduction weaponry, 
are the highlights of the weekend 
and attract thousands of specta-
tors.”

I was not quite at Gabi’s level when 
it was my turn in front of the camer-
as to add some information on how 
the public can contact and join the 
Friends.  I stumbled a bit over my 
few words: it’s not as easy as it looks 
on TV!  But after a couple of takes, it 
was a wrap and it was quite some-
thing to be able to participate in 
getting the Friends’ message that 
the Battle of Crysler’s Farm is one 

The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm Battlefield Take 
Part in Your TV Cornwall’s Heritage Fair
PATRICK R. BURGER
Director, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield
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Dragoon 
Express

BY PATRICK R. BURGER
Director, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield

From Kingston to Montreal
The gallant riders are ready

To carry the news and prevent the fall
Of Canada to the enemy

You with red coats and black boots
And curry combs for gleaming steeds

Ride!
Though the bombs burst and the 

guns shoot —
Save the nation that the world needs!

In the cold autumn on the rough 
King’s Road

Hooves drumming the earth and 
leaves flying

Carry the scroll for Governor Provost
You will get through — or die trying

The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm Battlefield Take Part in 
Your TV Cornwall’s Heritage Fair
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

of the truly great and he-
roic moments in Canadian 
history out to the public.  
That day, November 11th, 
1813, a group of deter-
mined underdogs, out-
manned and out-gunned, 
brought together the 
essence of the Canadian 
nation — the First Na-

tions, the British and the 
French — who, with cool 
discipline and knowledge 
of the land, drove off the 
American invaders.  In 
the words of Gabi’s script: 
“Equally important is the 
fact that at Crysler’s Farm 
British regulars stood with 
Canadians of both English 

and French heritage and 
with them, shoulder to 
shoulder, were the indig-
enous warriors, all in de-
fence of this country.  And 
we mustn’t forget the ci-
vilians, including women 
and children, who lived 
along the St. Lawrence 
and were impacted by the 

military action happening 
near their dwellings and 
in their woods and fields.”

The taping at the Cogeco 
studios was a great expe-
rience, and another rea-
son why it’s exciting and 
rewarding to be a mem-
ber of the Friends of Crys-
ler’s Farm Battlefield!
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Call to action
Join the ‘Friends’ Today

MUSTER SOME NATIONAL PRIDE!
Join the FCFB today and become a member!

For a $25 (Canadian Funds) annual membership fee payable to The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm Battlefield; you can keep 
abreast of  all the news and events surrounding the FCFB. If  you do not wish to become a member, please consider making 
a donation towards preserving this important event in Canada’s history. (Donations over $10 are eligible for a tax receipt.)

Have a question?
1812alivedc@gmail.com

Whether you are a new member, plan to renew, 
or are a donor, please remember to include your 
full name, mailing address, e-mail, and a phone 
number with your remittance.
(Your contact information is for FCFB use only.)

MAIL TO: 
Gabriele Thomas
48 Albert Street

PO Box 243
Chesterville, ON   K0C 1H0

Name:

Mailing address:

Email:

Phone:

OFFICERS
President: Mark Stubbs

Vice President: Jim Mullin
Past President: Dave Conners
Treasurer: Gabriele Thomas

Secretary: Kim McInnis

DIRECTORS:
Philip Bury, Carol Goddard, 

Patrick Burger,  
Ashley Harper, Bob Irvine
Ex Officio: Sarah Edwards

WHO ARE WE
The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm 
Battlefield is a Not-For-Profit 
organization committed to the 
preservation and promotion of  
the military heritage of  this bat-
tlefield site. Our goal is to aid in 
the maintenance and upgrading 
of  the Battlefield Visitors Cen-
tre, the Memorial site and the 
surrounding grounds. We are 
active in supporting such efforts 
as hosting living history events 
each year. In addition to keep 
members abreast of  activities 
and events at and around the 
site, our organization has devel-
oped a website as an adjunct to 
this biannual newsletter.

www.cryslerfarm.com

THE BATTLEFIELD 
DISPATCH 

Is published on a need to basis. 
Submissions, comments, com-
mentaries are the sole property 
of  the contributors. Photos/sub-
missions appearing in the Bat-
tlefield Dispatch are used with 
the permission from and are the 
sole property of  the contributors 
and cannot be re-produced in 
any media form without the ex-
plicit written permission of  the 
contributors. No portion  of  this 
publication is to be reproduced 
for personal profit.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Changes to events can 
be found on our website 

and Facebook

July 16-17, 2022
1812 re-enactment 

week-end
November 11th: 

Memorial Ceremony
Battlefield Memorial 

9AMwww.facebook.com/CryslerFarm


