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The event that nearly didn't happen
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President, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

The reenactment of 2018 (July
14-15) began under very trying
conditions. Eastern Ontario had
been experiencing a long peri-
od of drought like conditions.
The extreme dryness resulted
in high risk warnings for any
sort of fires or open flames and
a fire ban was in place for the
entire region. A war of 1812
reenactment event normally in-
volves many sources of fires and
open flames from fire pits in the
camps to sparks from exploding
gun powder. This presented a
problem and a discussion about

whether to go ahead with the
event. Organizers, staff from the
Parks and reenactor reps met
and devised a series of rules
and procedures that addressed
the fire risks an the event was
able to proceed. A light rain on
Friday night was a huge relief
and took a lot of the stress off
of the organizers.

About 300 re-enactors and
participants settled in for the
week-end including the usual
sutler’s row ( period era mer-
chants). 2018 had some of it’s
regulars back such as the Black-
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smith and the children’s muster
before the battle. A number of
historical groups from the area
were also there and set up in-
formation booths. The SD&G
Highlanders were present with
a travelling display and were
doing some recruiting. Satur-
day’s battle reenactment was
of Crysler’s farm and approxi-
mately 840 visitors were there
to watch it.

On Saturday evening all re-en-
actors and participants enjoyed
a beer garden style social event
that was very popular and well

received after a hot day.
Sunday brought in around 560
paid visitors to watch the Battle
of Crysler’s Farm for a decent
overall week-end. There were
a few new things that went on
at the 2018 reenactment that
should be noted. A local pho-
tographer did some drone vid-
eoing of the battle, this gave us
a totally different view and vid-
eos of the battle. We also tried
a couple of new things, a dress-
up booth and a dancing demo.
The dress-up booth had a num-
ber of different period outfits
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and accessories, for men and women, to
put on and take pictures and was huge-
ly successful. We had a group come and
demonstrate English Country Dancing
and there was quite an interest shown by
the visitors. Both of these successes will
be brought back for 2020.

Overall, 2018 almost never happened,
but ended up a success. We are already
thinking of new things for 2020.

Captain William Morgan 1% Stormont

KIM MCINNIS
Director, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

In so many instances, those who enjoy
the world of historical re-enactment regard-
less, of the era being portrayed, there is of-
ten a direct ancestral link in regard to some
specific event or events.

This past October the Friends of Crys-
ler’s Farm Battlefield lost a long time mem-
ber and supporter. To those of us new to the
Friends following the Bicentennial rebuild,
we were unaware that Gerry Thompson'’s
interest in the group was not singularly due
to his avid and ongoing interest in the his-
tory of the area in which he lived. A former
interpreter at Upper Canada Village, Gerry’s
love of learning had evolved into a book
store, housed in a converted garage located
on the Elma Road, containing thousands of
books, many on local history “for the serious
reader”. He made his way to the Battlefield
Memorial with the rest of us each Novem-
ber 11th. It was only on his passing that we
were made aware that like so many others
in the re-enactment community, his gener-
ational history had been touched directly
with the experiences of both the American
Revolution and the War of 1812-14.

William Morgan, Gerry’s ancestor by
way of his maternal grandmother, was born
in County Sligo on the 4 January 1752. Mor-
gan served originally with the 5th Royal Dra-
goons for five years enlisting in 1771, later
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1752 - 1836

volunteering for service to America with the
53rd Regiment .

The 53rd Shropshire Regiment of Foot
was originally formed in 1755 in Northern
England as the 55th for service in the Seven
Years War. Following a renumbering amal-
gamation of regiments it became the 53rd
Shropshire. It was posted to Quebec City
in 1776 during the American Revolution
where it was engaged in the liberation of
the city in May. This was followed by the
battles of Trois Rivieres and Valcour Island
in June and October respectively under
Guy Carleton. The Flank Companies of the
53rd under General Burgoyne saw their
numbers reduced by one thousand at the
Battle of Bennington, Rensselaer County on
the 16 August 1777. With a loss of cannon,
and supply lines cut the 53rd were set up
for defeat at Saratoga (Schuylerville) on the
19th of September of that same year. Wil-
liam Morgan served as Sergeant Major and
was taken prisoner, but escaped. When the
Regiment left for England in 1787 for later
duties in the Napoleonic Wars and Indian
Anglo-Sikh conflicts, Morgan now nearing
his forties saw fit to stay in Canada and was
discharged.

Post Revolution as part of the military
community and as the first line of defense
in the event of an American invasion, Ser-

geant Major Morgan drew Lot 16 in the 1st
Concession of Osnabruck in Stormont. His
military career far from over, he is listed in
the 5 April 1790 muster roll as a Lieutenant
in Peter Everitt’s Company of Sedentary
Militia of Cornwall and Osnabruck, even-
tually becoming Captain. When the war
of 1812-14 rolled through William Morgan
was Captain of the 1st Stormont Flank Mi-
litia, which saw action in varying degrees
at the battles at Salmon River, Ogdensburg,
Hoople Creek, and Crysler’s Farm. Morgan
petitioned for compensation to Lieutenant
Governor Francis Gore post war in July of
1816. Stating poor health and noting the
fact that his five sons had served in the
latest conflict in the hope that his children
would be placed on the UE list in regards to
benefits owing which had never previously
been petitioned for.

William Morgan passed from this world
on the 3rd of April 1836 and is remembered
at the Upper Canada Pioneer Memorial at
Upper Canada Village, his resting spot at
Woodlands Cemetery lost to the flooding of
the Seaway.

At this past November 11th ceremony
Carol Thompson Goddard in her Descen-
dents Speech, William Morgan was joined
in remembrance with his grandson Gerry.
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President’s Message

DAVE CONNERS
President, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

Being part of an historical group, the
Friends of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield, | am
often asked in conversations with people
the question, “why?” Why does your group
exist?, why is it important to preserve the
battlefield ?. To carry that question further,
why do our volunteers dedicate countless
hours of their time for Crysler’s Farm ?, and
why do people travel hundreds of kilome-
tres to dress up and re-enact battles hun-
dreds of years old?

Peoples and cultures through the ages
have always been interested in their pasts
and their histories, after all, our pasts are
our heritage and they are records of who
and what we are. A lot of national records
are kept in large libraries and archives, but

smaller towns and even individuals can be
actively involved in preserving and main-
taining local historical records. History and
heritage comes alive when someone is
able to not only read about the past, but
is also able to visit the places, examine the
artifacts, appreciate the images, and study
the actual words. For a lot of people, histo-
ry starts with their local communities and
ancestors. Preserving our heritage is a vital
link to our culture, educational, inspiration-
al, and economic legacies - all of the things
that make us who we are. History is not
something obscure or unimportant. Histo-
ry plays a vital role in our every day lives.
We learn from our past in order to achieve
greater influence over our future. History

serves as a model not only of who and what
we are to be, but also what to champion
and what to avoid. Decision-making around
the world is constantly based on what came
before us.

Why?

Because history matters!

The thump of the guns

BOB IRVINE

Past President, The Friends of Crysler's Farm
Battlefield

On Nov 11, 2018 after an absence of near-
ly 60 years THE GUNS roared again at the
National Historic site of the Crysler’s Farm
battle that took place over 205 years ago on
Nov 11, 2013 during the

war of 1812. Fired not in anger but to hon-
our those that took part in this epic battle
that saved Canada from an American inva-
sion.

It was 1961 at the official opening of the
Crysler’s Park site and official opening of
Upper Canada Village that the two guns
at the monument were last fired. The guns
are muzzle loading smooth bore 24 pound-
ers ( weight of the solid shot they fired) of
the Bloomfield Pattern cast in 1807 at the
Carron Foundry in Falkirk Scotland for the
British Government.

The two were fired again on Nov 11, 2018
as part of our annual anniversary service by
the Friends of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield Gun
Crew consisting of Gun Captain Bob Irvine
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(Johnstown) and Brad Maves, John Sek and
AJ Sek from Fort Erie, On.

Thanks to the efforts of our gun crew
on a cold, wet and blustery Nov 10, 2018,
the guns were cleaned (40 Ibs of debris re-

moved from the bores), inspected with a
bore scope camera and then pressure test-
ed with water and air before a descaling
test firing was done and guns deemed safe
to fire at the service the next day.
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“...the battle of Crysler’s Farm may probably be
classified as the most important, and the best fought
that took place during the war.”

KIM MCINNIS

Director, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

During the 7th Parliament un-
der the leadership of John Spar-
row David Thompson on the
29th of March 1893, some 80
years after the War of 1812-14,
Hugo Homer Ross the represen-
tative from Dundas broached
the subject of a memorial to the
battle:

“Mr. Ross (Dundas): | take ad-
vantage of the presence of the
Minister of Militia to call atten-
tion to a motion | had upon the
Order Paper, but which we did
not reach. | notice that when
the militia items in the main Es-
timates were voted, there was
a re-vote of $2,000 for certain
monuments on the battle- fields
of Canada. In the conversation
that occurred, when that item
was passed, | understood the
Minister to say that the points
likely to be chosen for monu-
ments this year —and | was glad
to see the government contem-
plated immediate action — were
Lundy’s Lane, Stoney Creek, and
possibly Chateauguay. | wish to
put in a word for the battle-field
of Crysler’s Farm. We all know
that Queenston Heights, a scene
of one of the battles of the war
of 1812 is largely provided with
a fine monument and rightly so.
| see that private enterprise has
taken hold of Lundy’s Lane, and
| daresay the Minister of Militia
would be glad if private enter-

prise should also erect a mon-
ument at Crysler’s Farm. Now
we have two battle-fields in the
western peninsula provided for
and | think a word ought to be
said for Central Canada and for
the Province of Quebec. When
we consider what the American
plan of campaign was on that
occasion when we consider that
the object they had in view was
the capture of Montreal, expe-
ditions being sent from Sack-
ett’s Harbor, 10,000 men under
Wilkinson and a large force un-
der Hampton, lying at Chateau-
guay, with the design of advanc-
ing when the western force had
proceeded far enough — when
we consider the importance of
the attack. | think we ought to
give due weight to the battles
that destroyed that combina-
tion... and when we consider
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the prodigious preparation of
the American Government for
that expedition with the failure
of which their hopes of con-
quest vanished, the battle of
Crysler’s Farm may probably be
classified as the most import-
ant, and the best fought that
took place during the war.”

Mr. Mills (Bothwell): “What
better monument do you
want?”

Mr. Ross (Dundas): “If we
had ivy growing there over the
ruins, or even a tablet erect-
ed that might prove sufficient,
What is deserved, however, is
that the matter should receive
attention, Speaking of the to-
pography of the place, | notice
one of the Kingston newspapers
in attempting to locate the bat-
tle-field places it opposite to Og-
densburg. |think Crysler’s Farm

deserves to be better marked.”

On the of 25th of September
1895 a monument, flanked by
two cannon was unveiled on the
farm of Abram Vanallen, by John
Graham Haggart. In attendance
were reportedly six thousand
people. In the throng were two
witnesses of the conflict, Samu-
el Crysler (son of John) aged 90
and George Weaver 91.

Moved from along the high-
way overlooking the river in
preparation of the flooding of
the St. Lawrence Seaway the
monument stands on its cur-
rent mound purportedly on
soil scraped from the now sub-
merged battlefield itself. Along-
side the wholesale destruction
of the area’s early towns and
overall history, the monument
lost its place of prominence
next to the major artery of the
then Kings Highway 2. It being
as well moved well north of
the river to its present location.
Completion of the 401 in 1968
saw the further isolation of the
monument and the communi-
ties from which construction of
both the Seaway and the 401
corridor were supposed to pros-
per. Time marched on, and out
of sight, out of mind the monu-
ment held a lonely vigil.

To the vigil came Carol Thomp-
son Goddard. Jim Brownell MPP
and history buff followed in her
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wake. Jim often wondering
who had left a token of remem-
brance behind. Added to the
mix was SD&G Glen and military
historian Colonel Bill Shearing.
Often descendents Lester and
Kim Moclnnis joined in. From
this a ceremony comprised of
descendents of those who re-
sponded to the call to arms on
that November 11 in 1813.

In 2013, in the early morning
hours the usual quiet, and re-
spectful group of descendents
and local politicians weaved
their way through the securi-
ty barriers put in place for the
arrival in the afternoon of the
Prime Minister and dignitaries
as security personnel prowled
the perimeters of the site.
Those re-enactors on hand for
the afternoon ceremony were

ing anniversary was marked
and made more poignant by a
beautiful sunrise over the river.
Since that morning, Vice Admi-
ral Sir Tim Laurence has attend-
ed an afternoon ceremony as
well as Commander of the Ca-
nadian Army Marcus Haines for
the early morning service.

This past November as the
day dawned bright and cold
some 100 people made their
way up the mound in the wake
of Kemptville Legion Branch 212
Pipes and Drums Pipe Major
Hugh Metcalfe. The cannon cast
in 1806 recently refurbished by
Friends Past President Bob Ir-
vine were fired for the first time
since the opening ceremonies
of Upper Canada Village in 1961.
Inclusion in the program was an
address to the Spirit of the De-

Awkwesasne Spiritual Leader
of the Bear Clan, Kanasarak-
en (Loren Thompson). Other
speakers under the direction
of FCFB’s Bob Irvine, were MP
Guy Lauzon, MPP Jim McDonell
as well as Lt Col (HON) John
Denner (SD&G Highlanders);
on behalf of the Descendents
Carol Thompson Goddard. For
the Re-enactment Community:
General Craig Russell (US Forc-
es: 15th Regiment of Infantry);
Captain Mark Stubbs (British
Forces: 49th Regiment of Foot);
Sargent David Smith (Provincial
Forces: Canadian Fencibles).
The Honour Guard was com-
posed of members of Forsyth’s
Rifles (proof that the Treaty of
Ghent is still holding) and the
100th Regiment of Foot.

Paying their respects were:

Council, Colonel Chris French
SD&G Highlanders and rep-
resentatives, President of the
Glens Association Tim Gault
and Association members, Mi-
chel Joannette President 1st
Canadian Army Veterans Mo-
torcycle Unit; Members: of the
Mohawk Community, Mason’s
Lodge, local Historical Groups,
and the community in general.
Professor David Johnson of the
University of Cape Breton and
his brother Paul have made the
trek via Toronto for the past two
years to attend.

For those of us who answer
the call of our ancestors, the
early morning of November
11 continues to be a day of re-
flection and poignancy, as we
gather in the early morning long
shadow of Mr Ross’ dream.

in attendance. The 200th morn-  ceased delivered in Mohawk by members of the Municipal

Winner of this year’s Quilt Raffle was
Marjolanie Tessier, a resident of Grenville,
Quebec. She and her family are longtime
supporters of the village and have been
been season’s pass holders for a number
of years. She was thrilled to have won the
quilt. The quilt is the product of the skill
and creativity of the ladies of UCV, and
has been a much appreciated source of
fund raising for the Friends with tickets
being sold through FCFB members, at the
Village General Store and Harvest Barn.
This year’s fund raising is being gratefully
augmented by a donation of a scrimshaw
decorated powder horn, by Morrisburg
resident, gunsmith and historian John
Carruthers. Valued at $300, the lucky
winner will be the recipient of this period
black powder era replica, the work of an
award winning craftsman.
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MUSTER SOME

NATIONAL PRIDE!
Foin the FCF'B today

and become a member!

For a $25 (Canadian Funds) annual
membership fee payable to The Friends
of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield; you can
keep abreast of all of the news and events
surrounding the FCFB. If you do not
wish to become a member, please consid-
er making a donation towards preserving
this important event in Canada's history.
(Donations over $10 are eligible for a

2018 brought a new venture
to the Crysler’'s Farm Battle
Memorial Building. (BMB). A
small retail space has been set
up inside the BMB showcasing
a variety of items sporting the
Friends of Crysler’s Farm logo as
well as other interesting War of
1812 items. Make sure you stop
by the BMB and check out the
merchandise during your next

visit. All proceeds go to support
the Friends of Crysler’s Farm.

Thank you to the students
who helped set up and man-
aged the new retail space.

Students: Heather Sutcliffe,

Justine Plummer, Megan Payne,
Karolina Bramwell, Kiera Coulter

Appearing in Picture: Megan
Payne - beside retail display cab-
inet.

Have a question?

1812alivedc@gmail.com

Whether you are a new member, plan
to renew, or are a donor, please remember
to indude your full name, mailing address,
e-mail, aphone number with your remittance.
(Your contact information is for FCFB
use only.)
MAIL TO:
Gabriele Thomas
49 Albert Street
PO Box 243

Chestervile ON KoC 1Ho

Join THE ‘FrRIENDS® ToDAY

Name:

Mailing address:

Email:

Phone:

tax receipt.)

OFFICERS:
President: David Conners
Vice President: Jim Mullin
Past President: Bob Irvine
Treasurer: Gabriele Thomas

DIRECTORS:
Philip Bury, Carol Godard,
Mark Stubbs, Patrick Burger,

Susan Peters

Ex Officio: Sarah Edwards

WHO WE ARE

The Friends of Cryslers Farm
Battlefield s a Not-For-Prof-
it organization committed to
the preservation and promotion
of the military heritage of this
battlefield site. Our goal is to aid
in the maintenance and upgrading
of the Battlefield Visitors Centre,
the Memorial site and the surround-
ing grounds. We are also active in
supporting such efforts as hosting
living history events each year. In
addition to keep members abreast of
activities and events at and around
the site, our organization has devel-
oped a website as an adjunct to this
biannual newsletter.

www.cryslersfarm.com
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THE BATTLEFIELD
DISPATCH

Is published on a need to basis.
Submissions, comments, com-
mentaries are the sole proper-
ty of the contributors. Photos/
submissions appearing in the Bat-
tlefield Dispatch are used with
permission from and are the sole
property of the contributors and
cannot be re-produced in any media
form without the explicit written
permission of the contributors. No
portion of this publication is to be

reproduced for personal profit.

EDITOR
Kim McInnis:

mcinnislk@live.ca

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Changes to events can be found on our

website and Facebook

September 21
ROBIN MORRIS MEMORIAL
DINNER & SILENT
AUCTION at
the Morrisburg Legion,

10 Legion Street,

6:00 pm, tickets at
1812alivedc@gmail.com
Guest speaker is Murray Barkley
UE speaking on “1812 and the

Canadian Imagination”

Find us on:
[il facebook.

www.facebook.com/CryslersFarm
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