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Remembering
Hooples Creek

CAM STEVENSON

Director, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

ne of the things we strive

for, at the Friends of Crys-
ler’s Farm, is to provide his-
torical learning opportunities,
cleverly disguised as enter-
tainment. Since we have two
battles during the event, we
decided this past year to do
something different for one of
the two days.

While Sunday was a (rousing-
ly successful) battle typical of
what we’ve put on for years,
Saturday was an experiment
where we attempted to tell
the tale of the Battle of Hoo-
ple’s creek — a smaller skirmish
during the War of 1812, but an
important one nonetheless,
where 300 local militiamen
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fought against an overwhelm-
ing force of 2500 American
troops bent on seizing vital
supplies at Cornwall. The mi-
litamen held the U.S. forces

back long enough to allow 150
wagons of British supplies to be
safely removed from Cornwall.

In our own re-enactment of
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Robin Morris Memorial Dinner-Seminar Day
1813 Road Trip - 'The St. Lawrence River Campaign

CAROL GODDARD, UE

he Friends of the Crysler

Farm Battlefield are a vol-
unteer group dedicated to en-
suring the history of the War
of 1812-14 is protected and
promoted for generations to
come. During his life time Robin
Morris, one of the founders of
the “Friends”, was committed
to that this period in Canadian
history was promoted and pre-
served for Canadians.

The Robin Morris Memorial
Dinner/Seminar Day is held in
the Spring of the year to pro-
vide an opportunity for history
enthusiasts to gather together
before the busy re-enactment
summer season begins, and

is held at St. Clare’s Anglican
Church just outside of Win-
chester.

At the afternoon seminar por-
tion of the event in April 2016,
David Smith of the Canadian
Fencibles presented an interest-
ing and informative presenta-
tion which highlighted the work
done by various groups to edu-
cate people in the War of 1812,
while Phil Bury assisted by Cam
Stephenson presented on the
role of the militia in the conflict.
Between the two presentations
the Annual General Meeting of
the organization was held and
the Executive for the coming
year elected.

A post dinner keynote address
by Major John Grodzinski from
Royal Military College in Kings-
ton on the Napoleonic Wars in
Europe and their effect on the
War of 1812-14 in North Amer-
ica was appreciatively received.

The 2nd annual Robin Morris
Memorial Dinner/Seminar Day
will be held on April 1, 2017 at
St. Clare’s Anglican Church, Fal-
cone Lane, Winchester. Semi-
nar speakers this year include
Patrick Burger on the Battle of
Chateauguay and John Austin
presenting “Spies and Espio-
nage along the Northern Bor-
der”. Keynote dinner speaker
this year Colonel William Shear-

ing will speak on local War of
1812 sites primarily along the
old King’s Highway #2, now
County Rd #2 in his presenta-
tion entitled “1813 Road Trip
— The St. Lawrence River Cam-
paign”.

Tickets are Dinner and semi-
nar - $35.00 per person; $25.00
per person dinner only; $10.00
seminar only. Donations for a
silent auction to be held at the
event are gratefully accept-
ed. Contact Carolyn Goddard
at 613-938-2455 or carol.god-
dard@sympatico.ca for tickets.
Advance tickets only. Please try
to reply by March 24 if you are
planning to attend the dinner.
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the battle, we built a represen-
tative version of the creek itself,
and a bridge to be destroyed and
rebuilt. -While no water actual-
ly flowed, it served its purpose of
anchoring the scene and our hats
are off to those re-enactors who
“crossed the creek” with a show of
drama.

We'd also like to thank our re-en-
actors for their enthusiastic ap-
proach to the experiment, espe-
cially those Crown troops who took

off their colours en masse to por-
tray Americans, and the civilians
who demonstrated the urgency of
an evacuation.

All in all, we're pleased with our
experiment and hope to continue
to bring enjoyable and entertaining
learning opportunities to the pub-
lic. If you haven’t already done so,
check out the gallery for the Hoo-
ple’s Creek battle at cryslersfarm.
com.
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THE LATE AND GREAT
GARY WHITEHOUSE OF
THE CANADIAN FENCIBLES.
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President’s Message: Down but not out

DAVE CONNERS
President, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield
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THE LADIES OF UPPER CANADA VILLAGE DONATED A QUILT

.
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AS FUNDRAISER TO THE FCEB, THE LUCKY WINNER WAS
MARGARET LORTIE OF MORRISBURG PICTURED HERE WITH

PRESIDENT DAVE CONNERS.

It was not that long ago when
this organization, the Friends
of Crysler’'s Farm Battlefield,
was on the brink of disappear-
ing. In fact, it was shortly fol-
lowing the bicentennial event
in the summer of 2013 that the
group was faced with whether it
would continue or not.
Originally the volunteer group
had formed with a mission to
preserve the history and mem-
ories of the Battle of Crysler’s
Farm and the associated bat-
tlefield. A small dedicated core,
guided by people such as the
late Robin Morris and Bob Irvine
began to raise the awareness of
the battle through such things
as the reopening of the Battle-
field Memorial Building and by
holding battle re-enactments
that gained the public’s Atten-
tion. 2013 was a pinnacle of
public and government interest
inthe battle and battlefield area,
culminating in the largest ever
re-enactment event at Crysler’s

Farm. Following that event, the
group was reduced to 3 active
members — not enough to carry
on the established activities. A
decision had to be made. Do we
just fold up the group or do we
call out for help to other histori-
cally conscientious people?

The call went out and to our
pleasant surprise was answered
by a number of enthusiastic and
historically passionate people.
These people now make up the
core of the Friends of Crysler’s
Farm Battlefield group. The
new group is dynamic and pos-
ses such a wide range of talents
and interests (beyond historic of
course) that getting things done
never seems impossible when
we work together.

A while back, the group was
teetering, but it has come back
as strong as ever. A note to all of
the members that are reading
this, you do not have to worry,
we were down, but now we are
stable and we are solid.

War of 1812 Education Day

SARAH EDWARDS

Upper Canada Village/St. Lawrence Parks Commission

riday May 27 was the Vil-
lage’s annual War of 1812
Education Day, put on in a
joint effort by Upper Canada
Village’s interpretive team,
volunteers from the Friends of
Crysler’s Farm Battlefield, and
two independent contractors,
Darren Bonaparte and Debo-
rah Dunleavy.
Students enjoyed activities
including two presentations

on the roles of First Nations
allies, participating in a mili-
tia drill, learning about 19th
century artillery, and cooking
and blacksmithing demon-
strations. 326 students visited
specifically for this program,
and several hundred more
school and public visitors
participated alongside them.
Overall it was a very successful
day.
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THE CHILDREN’S MUSTER.
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Another One for the Hlstory Books

KIM MCINNIS,
Editor

he FCFB can in July un-
doubtedly take credit
for the only appreciative rain
that fell on Eastern Ontario all
summer. The week preceding
the re-enactment saw the ap-
proach of a monster low pres-
sure system making its way up
the coast of the eastern US.
This unfortunately “precipitat-
ed” the loss of some of our US
participants, who eyeing the
weather decided to stay home
and dry for the weekend. Fri-
day’s set up took place under
a steady and stiff south-east
wind. In preparedness for, the
Parks crews had set up cano-
pies for us. Added then to our
chores was the task of figur-
ing out how the sides went
on and how to secure them in
a steady wind. Wind seems to
have played a major role in our
events this past year.
Despite the constant threat
of rain, attendance though

down from the previous year

was quite encouraging. Show-
ers broke and then cleared,
holding off during the re-en-
actments proper both days.
Men being more likely to be
hit by lightning than women, a
thunderstorm late on Saturday
evening saw Bob Irvine and
Jim Mullin running around in a
golf cart in an effort to secure
a wagon borrowed from the
Parks for that day’s re-enact-
ment which had been left on
the field.

A number of people and
groups added both colour and
interest to our weekend. Ma-
jor John Grodzinski our play
by play commentator. Setting
up shop for the weekend was
military surgeon Dr. Greg Baran
(always a crowd favourite!);
the St. Lawrence Branch of the
UEL providing priceless local
genealogical information; and
silhouette artist Jillian Metcal-
fe. The eventincluded the usu-
al colourful gaggle of sutlers
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GLENS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS SNAP A SALUTE.
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RE-ENACTMENT: MEMBERS OF THE GLENS ASSOCIATION WOUNDED
WARRIORS CANADA VOLUNTEERS: MAJOR RON FOX VICE PRESIDENT,
LIEUT GEORGE O'DAIR PRESIDENT AND TREASURER CAM MARTEL.

with their wares and accoutre-
ments. This year and new to
the event, the FCFB partnered
with volunteers from the Glens
Association in hosting an in-
formation booth on behalf of
Wounded Warriors Canada. A
not-for-profit organization, it’s
goal is to assist and aid those
suffering from Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder.

At a Saturday evening soirée
FCFB member Jim Mullin, re-
ceived his Captaincy of the
Eastern Garrison of the Glen-
garry Light Fencibles.

In the “we couldn’t have
done it without you” catego-
ry: - Thanks are due to Dennis
and all of the Parks folks who
ran around covering logistical
problems.

- In looking after our flock,
FCFB Member Bill Shearing
in his role as Emergency Pre-
paredness Officer provided the
FCFB with an emergency infor-

mation contact handout for the
re-enactors.

- We broke in a new caterer.
Ashley Small did a bang up job
of feeding the troops over the
two days. As well the Riverside
Heights Rec folks provided as
always as much entertainment
as they do great burgers

The weekend is a community
partnered event - That of the
local variety and that of the
re-enactor kind. As a living his-
tory event it educates as well
as commemorates. It provides
a boost to the local tourism
industry. To all of those re-en-
actors who stayed to make the
weekend a successful event —
many thanks. The dedication
and professionalism of each
single volunteer and each orga-
nization is evident in the result
of what is a top notch public
international event.

Last and certainly not least,
thank you to the Municipality
of South Dundas who continue
to support what we do.
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A November 11th to Remember

KIM MCINNIS,

Director, The Friends of Crysler's Farm Battlefield

Participants of the Crysler’s
Farm Battlefield Memorial
Descendents November 11th
Ceremony often, in old veteran
style, reminisce on the numer-
ous weather conditions experi-
enced at 8:30am since its inau-
guration a number of years ago.
In true Canadian style enduring
bad weather at the event has
become a badge of honour.
Though not one of those who
can claim founder’s fame, for
the most part | can remember
that most have been clear, of-
ten frosty, sometimes even
comfortably warm and pleas-
ant. With one exception when
the trek up the hill took longer
than the actual time we spent
on the ceremony due to wind-
blown rain. To continue, Dave
Smith of Canadian Fencible no-
toriety remarked post service,
“Every time | come here some-
thing strange happens.” By and
large | tend to concur.

This November 11th dawned
bright and cold. Wind had
hurried threatening clouds
away early on post daybreak.
As participants and on-lookers
gathered the wind continued
to increase. A Canadian Cold
Front square out of the north
gathered momentum turning
what was a bright, clear, cold
morning into a lead boot en-
durance test.

An encouraging number of
dignitaries including Officers of
the SD&G Highlanders; Glens
Association, Legion representa-
tives, elected officials on all po-
litical levels: Federal, Provincial
and Municipal; Re-enactors:
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11 NOVEMBER 2016, A MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN FENCIBLES STANDS AT POST WHILE MEMBERS OF THE
SD&G HIGHLANDERS PRESENT THEIR WREATH ON THE BASE OF THE MONUMENT.

Forsythe’s, Fencibles, Militia,
Native; as well as members of
the press and spectators gath-
ered at the base of the hill for
the march up the mound led
by a piper generously donated
by the Glens. Most might | add
were somewhat under dressed
for the occasion.

To continue... speakers gal-
lantly held tightly with both
hands onto their scripts snap-
ping like sheets on a clothes
line. At certain points in the
ceremony - seemingly on cue
- the gusts gained even more
momentum and the skeletons
of fallen leaves blew knee
deep horizontally across the
memorial as if chased by un-
quiet spirits. The kilted piper,
his back to the wind, sporting
goose bumps, on and slightly
smaller than his exposed knee
caps, played the lament. His ef-
forts handicapped by having to
continually catch his wind born
drones as they blew from his
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shoulder - Caps off to him - Lit-
erally. The re-enactors posted
to the four corners of the me-
morial prior to the march up
the hill, stood heads bowed in
reversed stance, no doubt of-
fering up prayers of their own
for a quick release - particularly
those who drew north facing.
It is gratifying that the cere-
mony revived by a handful of
dedicated people now has a
turnout of well over 50 indi-
viduals. The ceremony remains
informal and the gathering
comfortably more akin to a
family reunion. The 1813 me-
morial ceremonially erected in
1895 and re-erected in its cur-
rent lofty position post Seaway
flooding stares across the riv-
er and stands brooding in the
early morning November sun.
For what should be a national
event it is perhaps a small turn-
out that is huddled around its
low ramparts. The presence
of the Highlanders has grown

due in part to (and at long last)
in 2013 after decades of bu-
reaucracy the Regiment was
granted the right to carry the
Battle Honours for the 11th
of November 1813 - A hand
reached out across the ether of
time bonding with those who
fought and died over two cen-
turies ago. Media attention has
brought out local interest. It is
a day to pay tribute and com-
mune with ancestors.

This 1st of July, Canada cele-
brates her 150th anniversary
as a nation, its melding forced
by events outside its border.
To quote Colonel C. P. Stac-
ey, O.B.E.,, C.D., A.M., Ph.D,
F.R.S.C., “Canada is an unmil-
itary community. Warlike her
people have often been forced
to be; military they have never
been.” A nation formed on the
winds of change ... In the De-
fence of Canada.
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MAKE

GET YOUR NEW CRYSLER’S FARM T-SHIRT TODAY!

Email 18r2alivedc@gmail.com to get yours.
They will also be available to purchase at the
Robin Morris Memorial Dinner-AGM-Seminar Day
on April st at St. Clare’s Anglican Church, Winchester.

Join THE ‘FrRIENDS® ToDAY

MUSTER SOME

NATIONAL PRIDE!
Foin the FCF'B today

and become a member!

For a $25 (Canadian Funds) annual
membership fee payable to The Friends
of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield; you can
keep abreast of all of the news and events
surrounding the FCFB. If you do not
wish to become a member, please consid-
er making a donation towards preserving
this important event in Canada’s history.
(Donations over $10 are eligible for a

all

€

HASTE!

Have a question?

181231ivedc@gmail.com

Whether you are a new member, plan
to renew, or are a donor, please remember
to indude your full name, mailing address,
e-mail, a phone number with your remittance.
(Your contact information is for FCFB
use only.)

MAIL TO:

Kim Mclnnis
10295 Pleasant Valley Rd.,
South Mountain, ON
KoE tWo

T AXES INCLUDED

Name:

Ma.iling address:

Email:

Phone:

tax receipt.)

OFFICERS:
President: David Conners
Past President: Bob Irvine

Treasurer: Kim McInnis

DIRECTORS:
Lester McInnis
Jim Mullin
Tracey Ogilby
Cam Stevenson
Amanda Fasken
Ex Officio: Sarah Edwards

WHO WE ARE

The Friends of Cryslers Farm
Battlefield s a Not-For-Prof-
it organization committed  to
the preservation and promotion
of the military heritage of this
battlefield site. Our goal is to aid
in the maintenance and upgrading
of the Battlefield Visitors Centre,
the Memorial site and the surround-
ing grounds. We are aso active in
supporting such efforts as hosting
living history events each year. In
addition to keep members abreast of
activities and events at and around
the site, our organization has devel-
oped a website as an adjunct to this
biannual newsletter.

www.cryslersfarm.com

WEBMASTER
Cam Stevenson:
mail @camstevenson.com
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THE BATTLEFIELD
DISPATCH

Is published on a need to basis.
Submissions, comments, com-
mentaries are the sole proper-
ty of the contributors. Photos/
submissions appearing in the Bat-
tlefield Dispatch are used with
permission from and are the sole
property of the contributors and
cannot be re-produced in any media
form without the explicit written
permission of the contributors. No
portion of this publication is to be

reproduced for personal profit.

EpiTOR
Kim Mclnnis:
mcinnislk@live.ca

GraraIC DESIGN
Amanda Fasken:
amandafasken @hotmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR 2017

Changes to events can be found on

our website and Facebook

April 1
Robin Morris Memorial Dinner/
AGM/Seminar Day

May 19™:
4™ Annual War of 1812
Education Day at
Upper Canada Village

November n®:
Descendants Ceremony
Battlefield Memorial, 9:00 a.m.

Find us on:
[i facebook.

www.facebook.com/CryslersFarm
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