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According to his obituary in 
the Morrisburg Leader, Isaac 
Markell was a 78 year old retired 
blacksmith and widower when 
he passed away on the 24th 
of February in 1920.  A native 
of Charlottonburg, Stormont 
County, in 1872 he married at 
the  “Lost Village” of Wales, Ellen 
Strader the daughter of Simon 
Strader and Lavinia Keck. They 
settled at Rowena in Matilda 
Township, what is now South 
Dundas, and went on to have a 
son and a daughter, John S. and 
Minnie (Collison). Isaac’s funeral 
was held in the Methodist 
church at Rowena, and so, “Thus 
passed out one of the well-
known landmarks of Rowena, a 
man known far and wide as an 
honest worker, and straight in 
his dealings with a kindly heart 
that won him many friends who 
sincerely mourn his passing.”   

Nothing there in itself 
overly remarkable. A typical 
rural family man of the time, 
well liked by the community. 
A blacksmith by trade, and 
according to the obit, his son 
carried on with the business. 
Of special interest however was 
this note in the obituary that 
sets him apart from the rest of 
his neighbours, “He was born 
at Wales. On in 1842 [11 Nov] 
remaining there till 1864, when 
he enlisted in the U. S. Army, 
and served eighteen months 
in that eventful war, coming 

safely through.” Research finds 
that Isaac Markell spent his 
18 months with the 16th New 
York Heavy Artillery Regiment, 
Company K under the 
command of Colonel Joseph 
Johnson Morrison, having 
been mustered in at Hoosick in 
Rensselaer County. He’d joined 
up at age 21 with possibly a 
cousin David Markell age 32. 
The 16th was mainly an infantry 
regiment. It lost a total of 328 
men; 42 KIA and 286 of disease 
and “other causes” before being 
mustered out in December of 
1864. 

For its population size the 
area under the jurisdiction 
of the combined counties 
of Stormont, Dundas and 
Glengarry in which the Crysler’s 
Farm battlefield sits, has since 
its settlement of 1783/84 
by both British regiments 
and civilians post American 
Revolution have, over the 
ensuing centuries mustered in 
response to conflicts locally and 
globally a noteworthy number 
of recruits for it’s population 
base. In the 1851 Census, the 
Counties recorded a population 
of 46,050 souls. By 1871 it had 
increased by just over 1,200,  by 
1941 it had jumped to 75,903 
with the largest population 
figure coming from Stormont, 
with Cornwall accounting for 
over 16,000.

     Beginning with the War 

of 1812-14 the Counties 
mustered 2 Flank Companies 
per the counties of Dundas and 
Stormont with that of Glengarry 
offering up 5 Flankers in 2 units. 
It had a larger population 
base, bolstered by land grants 
in 1804 by Bishop Alexander 
Macdonell’s Glengarry Light 
Infantry, raised in Scotland 
before the Irish Rebellion of 
1798...the Scots generally have 
loved a good rumble. 

The Militia Act of the 6th 
of March 1812 called for the 
formation of men under the 
age of 40 to be called up and 
drilled for 6 days a month 
for the duration. The total 
manpower mustered was in 
the neighbourhood of 733 
men. Muster Rolls vary on who 
was on the pay roll on any 
given day as men tired of the 
“hurry up and wait” aspect of 
war, handed in their muskets 
and returned home to chores 
until needed. British Major 
James Dennis regarded the 
militias as “Unorganized, ill 
found, though high spirited.” 
Many of the surnames were of 
United Empire Loyalist stock 
and Highland regiments whose 
enthusiasm might be attributed 
to a colonial sized grudge still 
festering towards the Republic 
from the previous century. Not 
to mention the very real threat 
of property loss to American 
opportunists. 

     A period of peace along the 
Seaway ensued until November 
of 1838 when the American 
buffoons known as the 
Hunters Lodges (membership 
of some 20,000) a knock off 
of the Freemasons, purveyors 
of utopian socialism... and 
studiers of phrenology came 
knocking. The Canadian 
scion in the form of the anti-
establishment political Reform 
Party was lead by rabble rouser, 
newspaper man and former 
mayor of Toronto, William Lyon 
Mackenzie. Mackenzie in turn 
had been booted out of his 
own party, the Upper Canada 
Legislature, and then the 
country for his part in raising 
an armed insurrection (the 
Rebellions) on Yonge Street in 
December of 1837in Toronto in 
protest against the Tory held 
“Family Compact”. He had fled 
Canada to New York State with 
a price on his head.     

The Hunters ideology was 
to save Canadians from British 
subjugation while creating a 
new socialist republic both in 
the US and Canada. Militarily 
it was led by former French 
Foreign Legion veteran Nils Von 
Schoultz. 

Having first over run the town 
of Ogdensburg, the Hunters 
initial attack was carried out at 
night on the town of Prescott. 
Here they were run off by angry 

“Do we find the cost of  freedom 
buried in the ground?” 
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townsfolk freshly routed from 
warm beds.  Regrouping to 
the American side, they then 
returned and took command of 
the stone windmill at Windmill 
Point at the village of Newport, 
virtually within sight of Fort 
Wellington. After a four day siege 
the outcome was as expected. 
The Hunters surrendered and 
those arrested were either 
pardoned, transported to Van 
Diemen’s Land or hung. Von 
Schultz having the misfortune 
of falling into the last category. 

During this conflict the 
93rd Highlanders, and 83rd 
regiments were called up 
with those of the Royal Navy.  
Members of the Incorporated 
Militia of Upper Canada, and 
local militias filled the ranks 
alongside the regimental forces 
to a total of some 1,000 men...
against 300 Hunters.  334 of 
those militia would come from 
the United Counties. Again 
the Lancaster Glengarry Militia 
accounting for half of that 
number with 168 serving. 

On the 16th of September 
2017, the Lost Villages Museum 
at Long Sault unveiled in 
tandem with the re-enactor 
group The Grays and The Blues 
of Montreal a memorial in 
memory of those Canadians 
who participated in the 
American Civil War.  From 1861 
to 1865 the Civil War divided the 
US along political lines, ideology 
and families. The statistics that 
are now recognized for deaths 
is the rounded up number 
of 620,000 dead, (360,222 
Union/258,000 Confederate: 
about 22% between 20 and 24 
years of age of the Southern 
male population). For those 
readers who think it was not 
Canada’s war I heartily suggest 

you take a look at Blood and 
Daring How Canada Fought the 
American Civil War and Forged 
a Nation, by John Boyko, an 
entertaining and informative 
read. This conflict was, on a 
number of levels the conflict 
that helped to unify our nation.  
Some 40,000 Canadians (some 
estimates suggest significantly 
more) crossed the boarder 
to illegally join up as Britain 
had declared neutrality, while 
ships of both the North and 
South were anchored in Halifax 
Harbor. Some 7,000 died, many 
more wounded, and 29 earned 
the Medal of Honor. Whatever 
their reasons for crossing the 
border to enlist, whether moral 
obligation, adventure, or for 
the pay ($11 and $13 a month 
respectively for a Private in 
the Confederate and Union 
Armies), they did so in large 
numbers. Difficult to research, 
GBM President Stewart Irvine 
notes US Pension lists would 
not include those who died, or 
fought for the South, and that 
a good many Canadians simply 
did not come home and settled 
south of the border. Research 
by GBM re-enactor/historian 
Axel Ravera has an expanding 
list of 15 Civil War Vets, 6 of 
which were born in Dundas 
and Stormont Counties, Isaac 
Markell included, others listed 
were largely Americans who 
crossed the border into Canada 
to settle. Their final resting place 
was in SD&G. 

The blood had barely dried 
from the Civil War when Canada 
came under threat again from 
the south. This time it was the 
Fenian Brotherhood. A wing of 
the Irish Republic Brotherhood 
(created 1858), initially driven 
by transplanted Irishman 

John O’Mahoney, the Fenian 
Brotherhood had of course a 
chapter in Ireland as well as 
followers in Canada. An Irish 
Catholic organization its early 
seeds were sown during the 
horrendous years of the Potato 
Famine. It’s goal was to free 
Ireland from British oppression. 
With that in mind Fenians set 
their sights on taking Canada 
hostage and the threat was 
genuine. 

These were not the drunken 
ideological clowns of the 
Hunter’s era. These were Civil 
War battle hardened troops 
with previous training in 
American militias, membership 
extending on both sides of 
the US/Canada border. Over 
five years from 1866 to 1871 
Fenians targeted British custom 
houses, installations and forts. 
An invasion of Canada was 
imminent and US politicians 
were conveniently turning a 
blind eye to the activities.  On 
the 4th of June 1866, Fenian 
forces amassed in Malone, NY, 
their targeted points of invasion 
were Cornwall and Prescott.  
After the Battle of Ridgeway 
on the 1st of June, President 
Johnson reluctantly took notice 
that Canada/US neutrality 
laws were being broken and 
dispatched Major General 
George Meade to Canada to 
diffuse the situation.  Meade 
in turn sent Ulysses S. Grant to 
Ogdensburg with a cease and 
desist order. The confrontation 
was averted.               

     Research by Brigadier 
General Bill Patterson in Up 
The Glens 1868 - 2018 notes 
that though a limit was placed 
on the number of men for the 
militias during this period at 
a total of 10,000, some 14,000 

signed up. Library and Archives 
Canada reports that in total 
4,000 General Service Medals 
were handed out, 2,000 for 
each Fenian threat that of 
1866 and 1870. Locally 39 
medals went to members of the 
Morrisburg Garrison (1866/37 
and 1870/2); and a total of 53 
were handed out to that of the 
Iroquois Garrison (31/1866 and 
22/1870). The SD&G Battalion of 
Infantry, Cornwall Infantry and 
Rifle Companies were awarded 
a total of 66 for 1866 and 91 
for 1870. Not awarded until 
1899, the medals could not 
be applied for posthumously. 
Bill Patterson reports that 210 
Fenian War veterans were still 
living at that time.

When the South African War 
broke out in 1899, Canada 
mustered a thousand men. 
Bill Patterson again records 
that from SD&G 28 men were 
enlisted.  

During WWI, 622 men enlisted 
with the 154th Battalion (Up the 
Glens).  This number does not 
include locals that jumped a 
train directly to Val Cartier, who 
joined up in Ottawa, Barriefield 
or had moved to the West and 
served with battalions there. 
The Nominal Roll records just 
under 3,200 recruits for the 
Glens from 1940 - 45. A fraction 
of the recruits for this era prove 
to have been born elsewhere.

The motivations for 
volunteering for the War of 
1812-14, Hunters’, and Fenians 
were based on fear and anger, 
with the need to protect 
families and property. The Civil 
War, not Canada’s fight certainly, 
offered a pay cheque and 
adventure.  At the beginning of 
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Letter from the President
President’s Message

“Do we find the cost of  freedom buried in the ground?”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
the 1st World War the thinking 
was similar–  they’d all be 
home by Christmas of 1914. 
Factoring out conscription, 
economic depressions and 
unemployment alongside 
feelings of moral obligations to 
protect from oppression acted 
as enlistment catalysts for the 
Civil War, WWI and WWII.  

The impact of two world 
wars had devastating long 
term economic and social 
implications on every 
community. We tend to forget 
that during the early conflicts, 
the loss of life, life altering 
wounds both physical and 
emotional would as well have 
had a deep reaching impact 
on families and the community 
in which physical labor was 
a means of survival. Lt. Philip 
Empey and Pvt. Thomas Servis 
both 1st Stormont Militia and 
farmers were wounded at the 
Battle of Ogdensburg 22 Feb 
1813.  Having rounded the 
corner of a building were met 
with cannon fire. Service lost his 
left leg, Empey his right. 

The local men, and women 
who have served this country 
over the centuries have done 

so chiefly out of an obligation 
to serve and protect and each 
and everyone of them must 
be remembered. Britain had 
abolished the buying and 
selling of slaves in 1806 and 
completely abolished it by 1833.  
Whether abolitionism was the 
motivation for Isaac Markell’s 
joining up we will never know.  
Regardless his contribution, 
to the Civil War effort should 
not be forgotten.  Isaac rests 
St. John the Baptist Anglican 
Cemetery, Iroquois. Pick an era, 

and research a soldier. When 
remembered they are never 
really gone. 

“Daylight Again”, Daylight 
again, Following me to bed, I 
think about a hundred years ago.

How my father’s bled.  I think I 
see a valley, Covered with bones 
in blue, All the brave soldiers that 
cannot get older, Been asking 
after you. Hear the past a’ calling, 
From Armageddon’s side, When 
everyone’s talking and no one is 
listening, How can we decide. Do 
we find the cost of freedom

Buried in the ground, Mother 
Earth will swallow you, Lay your 
body down... Stephen Stills.  

The military tradition often 
running in families and though 
Markell’s father is not listed in 
1812-14 Stormont payrolls, that 
of an uncle is.  

The call to arms of Canadians 
has been in defense of an 
aggressor whether on home or 
foreign soils. What legacy did 
they leave in these close knit 
communities, where everyone 
was related or acquainted?

Hello Friends.
I will be leaving the Friends Executive after finally successfully getting a Reenactment to happen. It’s been a 

challenging past few years and I’d like to think the world is returning to it’s regular spin.
I am retiring to Nova Scotia with my wife Melanie to spend time with my grandchildren. 
The Friends of Chrysler’s Farm are well served with our executive members and I’m confident they’ll continue their 

good work for many years.
Mark Stubbs
President of the Friends of Chrysler’s Farm 2019-2022
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It was a great weekend, 
weather- and otherwise, 
as military re-enactors, 
vendors, exhibitors and 
spectators converged at 
the foot of the Battle of 
Crysler’s Farm monument 
on July 16 and 17, 2022. 
As the first re-enactment 
post pandemic, this living 
history event showed once 
again that education and 
entertainment combined 
are a sure-fire way to keep 
important parts of our 
history alive.

It’s been four years 
since hosting the last 
re-enactment, and the 
Friends felt somewhat rusty 
undertaking once again 
an event of that scale.  A 
long institutional memory 
and excellent note keeping 
helped to put us back on 
track.  It was wonderful to 
see members tackling all 
aspects of the operation, 
such as re-enactor relations 
and registrations, advertising 
and promotion, social media, 
soliciting local sponsors 
and community group 
involvement, catering, 
site and camp set-up, 
programming,  student 
volunteer management, 
traffic control and Saturday 
evening hospitality.  We are 
fortunate to have welcomed 
about 150 re-enactors, their 
families and sutlers from near 

and far, who so generously 
share the love of their hobby 
with us, the Friends, and our 
spectators.

Once again, the weekend 
would not have been 
possible without the 
unwavering support of 
Upper Canada Village and 
St. Lawrence Parks’ staff and 
resources.  From setting up 
tents, tables and chairs to 
providing firewood, port-a-
potties, ice, admission and, 
most importantly on a hot 
weekend, first aid services, 
the Friends are grateful for 
all the logistical help which 
is a substantial factor in the 
overall success of the event.  

The weekend activities 
featured the always popular 
early 19th century military 
drills, music and battle re-

enactments, the super 
photogenic Children’s 
Muster, and the colourful 
period encampments and 
displays.  A few new elements 
were added to the schedule: 
the Artillery experience (a 
ticketed introduction to 
cannon firing), a Sunday 
church service, and guided 
tours of the camp with stops 
to explore trades, commerce, 
local history, music and 
period lifestyles in greater 
depth.

Sunday saw the unveiling 
in the Pioneer Memorial 
Cemetery adjacent to Upper 
Canada Village of a plaque 
dedicated to the memory of 
John Marsellis UEL to replace 
the now illegible headstone.  
Spearheaded by descendent 
and local author Ron Doering 

UE, the ceremony was well 
attended and included a 
colour guard from the re-
enactment community.  

The Friends welcomed 580 
visitors on Saturday and 461 
on Sunday.  It is important to 
point out that all admission 
monies collected will go to 
the Friends to fund future 
military history events.  $120 
in merchandise and 40 raffle 
tickets to win a Pennsylvania 
rifle crafted and donated 
by John Carruthers were 
also sold throughout the 
weekend. 

Considering that the 
Friends is a group composed 
of a relatively small number of 
volunteers, I must commend 
everyone involved for their 
outstanding contribution to 
a truly impressive weekend.

209th Anniversary of  the Battle of  Crysler’s Farm
War of  1812 Military Re-enactment Weekend

GAB THOMAS

Photo by Carol Goddard
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Special fund raising 
raffle for Friends in 2022

Plaque unveiling
DAVID CONNERS

This year saw the beginning and the end of our most 
popular raffle ever. By mid September all of the raffle tick-
ets for the ‘ Replica Flintlock Kentucky rifle made by local 
craftsman’ had been sold out. The highly acclaimed local 
craftsmen, who not only built the rifle, but also donated 
it to the Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield was John 
Carruthers. John is a renowned craftsman both in Canada 
and in the US and has a strong interest in history. John has 
been a generous and enduring supporter of the Friends 
of Crysler’s Farm and this year kindly donated the beauti-
ful replica flintlock Kentucky rifle to be raffled off with the 
proceeds to go to support the Friends of Crysler’s  Farm.

In colonial America 
the rifle was man’s 
most important pos-
session and it could 
cost a year’s wages 
or more. It was built 
to kill, but it was 
made to be beauti-
ful as well as lethal. 
It was a hunting rifle 
as well as a weapon 
of war. A Kentucky 
rifle was as much an 
artistic endeavour as 
it was a firearm. The 
stock terminated in 
a crescent shaped 
brass butt plate.  An 
elaborate brass patch 
box highlighted the 
right side of the stock 
and a neatly carved 
cheekpiece the left 
side. The remaining 
wood surfaces would 
be carved in scrolls, 
Horseheads , hearts 
or stars and inlaid 
with silver or brass. 

  Raffle draw to take 
place on December 
21, 2022.

On the warm Sunday morn-
ing of our recent re-enctment 
weekend, there was a little cere-
mony to unveil a plaque over the 
gravestone in the Upper Canada 
Village Memorial Cemetery of 
my ancestor John Marselis (Mar-
cellus) UE. His is the oldest in the 
cemetery and is now mostly il-
legible. A ceremonial guard was 
kindly provided by the King’s 
Royal Regiment of New York. 

John had been a Yorker him-
self and was forced to flee as a 
refugee in 1784 to Upper Canada 
where he settled on the river at 
Lot 20, Concession 1, Williams-
burg Township, Dundas County. 
The plaque also notes that three 
of John’s sons—Thomas, Peter 
and Garrett—fought at the Battle 
of Crysler’s Farm with the Dundas 
County Militia. As we know, many 
academic military histories of the 
War of 1812 understate the im-
portance of the Battle of Crysler’s 
Farm ( and especially the role of 
the militia and the impact on the 
local Loyalist families of Dundas 
County), a lack of balance that I 
tried to redress in my book “De-
fending Our Home: Loyalist Fam-
ilies of Dundas County and the 
Battle of Crysler’s Farm” (Borealis, 
2012). 

When the Americans finally 
launched their “grand invasion” 
down the St Lawrence River in the 
autumn of 1813 with the goal to 
take Montreal, the Loyalist fami-
lies had their homes threatened 
again as they found themselves 
in the path of the single biggest 

offensive of the war. All the local 
men served in the Second Flank 
Company of the Dundas County 
Militia. The Americans thought 
the taking of Canada would be “ 
a work of ease” in part because 
they did not anticipate that they 
would be harassed in several 
skirmishes all along the shore of 
Dundas County. The American 
General Wilkinson commented 
at the time on the significant 
effect of the “active hostility” of 
the local militia. These skirmishes 
forced the rear half of their army 
to turn west on November 11 
to counter Morrison’s little army 
of 1000. Many historians, and 
contemporary journalists who 
should know better, describe 
the battle as a British victory, ig-
noring the fact that there were 
over 330 Canadians who fought 
that day, including the Dundas 
County Militia that served with 
Pearson’s men on the right flank.

RON DOERING

Photos by Carol Goddard
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November 11, 2021
KIM MCINNIS
Secretary, Friends Of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield

The monument that oversees the St. 
Lawrence River east of Morrisburg raised in 
memory of those who fought at the Battle 
of Crysler’s Farm was proposed in parlia-
ment by Dundas County MP Hugo Ross in 
1893 and was erected in 1895. One of three 
1812 -14 memorials raised,  Chateauguay 
and Lundy’s Lane being the other two.  
Moved from it’s original site along the Kings 
Highway #2 prior to the flooding of the Sea-
way, it has maintained a lonely vigil from its 
lofty perch on purportedly soil scraped from 
the battlefield prior to flooding. One of the 
items of history salvaged before flooding 
wiped out all of the historical villages in its 
path. When the highway now the county 
road was moved to the north away from the 
river prior to flooding the memorial became 
distinctly out of sight out of mind.   

Prior to the on-going efforts of the Friends 
of Crysler’s Farm Battlefield post Bicentenni-
al in 2013 to preserve the memory of those 
sacrifices made, ceremonies previously were 
conducted by members of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Morrisburg Branch and were 
followed by a dedicated group of descen-
dents starting in 2005 paying their respects.

Hundreds of tourists do visit the memo-
rial each summer. Many actually taking an 
interest in the history of it while their kids 
play on the cannons and bounce off the 
ramparts. 

The 11th dawned cold and crisp with a 
hint of winter in the air.  As pandemic re-
strictions had been  lifted for outdoor gath-
erings, the public was once more invited to 
attend.  Live streamed by FCFB VP Jim Mul-
lin, the attempt was once more thwarted by 
the wind in terms of audio, however the im-
ages came through admirably. 

RCL, Kemptville Branch Pipe Major Hugh 
Metcalfe led the group up the hill to the 
memorial. Bob Irvine was on hand as MC.  
Local historian Murray Barkley BA MA gave 
an in depth history of the battle with an-
ecdotes on resident experiences. Followed 
by Descendent Carol Thompson Goddard 
remembering the ancestors and those who 
fought. FCFB President/ 49th Hertfordshire 

Regiment of Foot Mark Stubbs spoke on be-
half of the Re-enactment Community. The 
War of 1812 Prayer was delivered by Rever-
end Daniel Hayward having been penned 
by him during the Bicentennial.  This was 
followed by a cannon salute, courtesy of the 
2nd Lincoln Militia Artillery from Fort Erie. 
A moment of silence was followed by the 
Piper’s Lament.  

Following the moment of silence wreaths 
were laid by MP Eric Duncan; MPP Jim Mac-
Donell; on behalf of the SD&G Highlanders 
“Glens,” Roy Clark; Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 48, Robert Houze; United Empire 
Loyalists St. Lawrence Branch, Murray Bark-
ley; Historical Society of South Dundas, Ste-
phen McDonald.  On behalf of the Re-en-
actment Community Captain Mark Stubbs, 
49th Regiment; 89th Regiment, Jonah El-
lens;  Canadian Fencibles, David Smith; the 
FCFB, Past President David Conners.  The 
ceremony ended with Piper Metcalfe play-
ing When the Battle’s O’er.  

Some 50 spectators were in attendance. 
Alongside the general public were mem-
bers of the Glens Association, the RCL 
Morrisburg Branch, the Historical Society 
of South Dundas. Representation from the 
Re-enactment Community included: The 
Grenville Militia, the 49th Regiment, the 

89th Regiment, 100th Regiment, Quebec 
Voltigeurs and the Canadian Regiment of 
Fencibles. The last three participating as 
Honour Guard.      

A concern by those in attendance is the 
marked deterioration of the memorial and 
its surrounds.  Making my rounds of the 
site post ceremony, yours truly was hauled 
into the hot stove league consisting of the 
Glens and affiliates. The MP and MPP in at-
tendance were being moderately taken to 
task on its condition. The dear old lady has 
fallen somewhat into dis-repair with base 
stones shifting and pavers lifting since it’s 
reinstatement to its present home in 1958 
prior to the coffer dams being blown.  The 
cannon carriages as well are in need of 
some upkeep, having been brought back 
into firing order a few years ago by FCFB 
Past President and canoneer Bob Irvine.  

Since November FCFB President Mark 
Stubbs has attended meetings over the 
winter with MP Eric Duncan, MPP Jim Mac-
Donell and St. Lawrence Parks Commission 
CAO Hollee Kew in discussing restoration 
plans. It is the Friends hope that at long last 
the 126 year old commemorative obelisk 
will get the care and attention it deserves 
as a memorial to a very important event in 
Canada’s History. 

Photo by Carol Goddard
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The Friends Of Crysler’s Farm 6 pounder ( 6 pound can-
on) was quite busy the week of Sept 19. First it was partic-
ipating in a 96 gun salute to our late Queen Elizabeth 11.

It was a very wet Monday but cleared up enough to fire 
the guns. Truly an honour for our crew of myself, Dave 
Conners and Omar Simonyi. 

Special day for me as I was at the 1984 Queen’s visit to 
Fort Wellington in my first re-enactment year.

We also participated in the 1812 Dunvegan Weekend 
with the gun. We had 200 + school kids taking part on 
Friday and then a battle on Saturday and demonstration 
on sunday. The crew for that weekend was myself, John 
and AJ Sek , Omar Simonyi.

The cannon was on the road again 
this past September to help and as-
sist the Glengarry Pioneer Museum’s 
War of 1812 Education Day. After a 
two year hiatus, it was great to see the 
grounds filled with almost 300 Grade 7 
& 8 schoolchildren from five different 
schools across Glengarry county con-
verge at this fine crossroads heritage 
museum. The Friends of Crysler’s Farm 
helped to add some booms as the can-
non became a timekeeping piece to 

keep groups rotating timely for a full 
day of hands-on War of 1812 fun. Thank 
you to Bob Irvine and his cannon crew 
for making it happen.

Some of the neat stations this year 
covered a variety of topics within mili-
tary and civilian life in 1812. They includ-
ed, a soldier’s life, ropemaking, trade 
and commerce, town crying, early ed-
ucation, life of an Officer, the Captain’s 
Daughter, the Battle of Crysler’s Farm, 
the traditional Scottish Highland art of 

Waulking the cloth which is a tradition 
that actively occurred in Glengarry until 
the 1970s, and much much more.

Friends of Crysler Farm members, Kim 
and Lester  MacInnis and Dave Connors 
joined Bob and the cannon on Saturday 
and Sunday with an outreach exhibit 
containing displays and information 
about Crysler’s Farm Battlefield. It was 
an excellent event and the Glengarry 
Pioneer Museum appreciated our in-
volvement.

Queens 96 Gun Salute

Dunvegan 2022

BOB IRVINE

JIM MULLIN

Photo courtesy of Glengarry Pioneer Museum

Photo by Brenda Craig

Photo by Mike Eamer



B A T T LE  F I EL  D8 D I S P A T C H

Call to action
Join the ‘Friends’ Today

MUSTER SOME NATIONAL PRIDE!
Join the FCFB today and become a member!

For a $25 (Canadian Funds) annual membership fee payable to The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm Battlefield; you can keep 
abreast of  all the news and events surrounding the FCFB. If  you do not wish to become a member, please consider making 
a donation towards preserving this important event in Canada’s history. (Donations over $10 are eligible for a tax receipt.)

Have a question?
1812alivedc@gmail.com

Whether you are a new member, plan to renew, 
or are a donor, please remember to include your 
full name, mailing address, e-mail, and a phone 
number with your remittance.
(Your contact information is for FCFB use only.)

MAIL TO: 
Gabriele Thomas
48 Albert Street

PO Box 243
Chesterville, ON   K0C 1H0

Name:

Mailing address:

Email:

Phone:

OFFICERS
President: Mark Stubbs

Vice President: Jim Mullin
Past President: Dave Conners
Treasurer: Gabriele Thomas

Secretary: Kim McInnis

DIRECTORS:
Philip Bury, Carol Goddard, 
Ashley Harper, Bob Irvine
Ex Officio: Peggy Hause

WHO ARE WE
The Friends of  Crysler’s Farm 
Battlefield is a Not-For-Profit 
organization committed to the 
preservation and promotion of  
the military heritage of  this bat-
tlefield site. Our goal is to aid in 
the maintenance and upgrading 
of  the Battlefield Visitors Cen-
tre, the Memorial site and the 
surrounding grounds. We are 
active in supporting such efforts 
as hosting living history events 
each year. In addition to keep 
members abreast of  activities 
and events at and around the 
site, our organization has devel-
oped a website as an adjunct to 
this biannual newsletter.

www.cryslerfarm.com

THE BATTLEFIELD 
DISPATCH 

Is published on a need to basis. 
Submissions, comments, com-
mentaries are the sole property 
of  the contributors. Photos/sub-
missions appearing in the Bat-
tlefield Dispatch are used with 
the permission from and are the 
sole property of  the contributors 
and cannot be re-produced in 
any media form without the ex-
plicit written permission of  the 
contributors. No portion  of  this 
publication is to be reproduced 
for personal profit.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Changes to events can 
be found on our website 

and Facebook

November 11th: 
Memorial  
Ceremony
Battlefield 

Memorial 9AM
www.facebook.com/CryslerFarm


